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ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Darton  Urban  District  Council : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Empsall  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  district 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 

I have  given  the  Report  a slightly  “new  look”  in  an 
effort,  as  far  as  possible,  to  separate  the  County  services 
from  the  local  district  Council  services.  I hope  that  the 
comparative  figures  in  the  divisional  section  may  be  of 
interest  to  you  in  comparing  your  own  district  figures  with 
those  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

The  vital  statistics  relating  to  your  district  showed 
some  improvement,  and  can  generally  be  regarded  as  within 
the  average  limits  of  figures  for  neighbouring  authorities. 
During  the  year  there  was  some  increase  in  the  notification 
of  infectious  diseases,  but  this  was  largely  accounted  for  by 
an  epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  year,  no  other  serious  out- 
break occurring  during  the  year.  Poliomyelitis  vaccination 
was  continued  during  the  year,  but  the  amount  of  material 
available  was  again  inadequate  for  the  demands  of  the  public. 

The  work  of  slum  clearance  proceeded  satisfactorily  and 
I think  the  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  progress 
they  have  made  in  this  direction. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
support  and  continued  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
health  of  the  district,  my  divisional  health  staff  for  their 
willing  assistance  and  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  T.  Fieldhouse.  for  his  help  and  loyal  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BARNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  DARTON 

SECTION  I 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

Area  . •••* 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

mid  1957  

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate 
Book  on  the  31st  December,  1957  .... 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1957  .... 
Nett  Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (1957-58) 


4,726  acres 

14,630 

4,474 
£94,438 
£377  4 5 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  at  mid  1957 
was  14,630  as  compared  with  14,540  at  mid  1956.  The  natural 
increase  of  population  showing  the  number  of  births  over 
deaths  was  54  as  compared  with  98  for  the  previous  year. 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males  Females  Total 

101  105  206 

5 4 9 


106  109  215 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  was  30  less  than 
in  1956.  As  for  the  previous  years  the  Registrar  General 
supplied  a comparability  factor  which  relates  the  proportion 
of  women  in  the  district  of  child-bearing  age  with  the 
proportion  of  women  in  a standard  population.  The  crude 
birth  rate  multiplied  by  this  figure  gives  an  adjusted  birth  rate 
which  is  comparable  with  the  birth  rate  for  the  country  as 
a whole.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  your  district  last  year 
was  14.4  per  1,000  estimated  population  compared  with  16.3 
per  1,000  estimated  population  in  1956  and  with  16.1  per  1,000 
estimated  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths 

5 stillbirths  were  notified  last  year  as  compared  with  15 
in  1956.  The  stillbirth  rate  was  22.7  per  1,000  total  births 
as  compared  with  57.7  per  1,000  total  births  in  1956  and  with 
22.4  per  1,000  total  births  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

The  adjusted  death  rate,  which  is  the  crude  death  rate 
multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor  was  14.7  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  13.5  per  1 ,000  esti- 
mated population  in  1956  and  with  11.5  per  1,000  estimated 
population  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  161  deaths 
among  the  inhabitants  of  your  district  during  the  year,  14 
more  than  for  the  previous  year. 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical 
importance  were : heart  and  circulatory  diseases,  cancer  and 
respiratory  diseases.  Statistics  relating  to  death  rates  and 
the  causes  and  ages  at  death  are  given  in  tabular  form  at 
the  end  of  the  section  on  vital  statistics. 

Infant  Mortality  and  Peri-Natal  Mortality 

There  were  5 infant  deaths  in  your  area  in  1957  with 
an  Infant  Death  rate  of  23.3  per  1,000  live  births,  as  compared 
with  44.9  per  1,000  live  births  in  1956,  and  with  23.0  per 
1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales.  All  the  deaths 
occurred  within  the  neo-natal  period,  and  I give  below  the 
distribution  of  Infant  Deaths  in  age  Groups. 


Total 

Total 

Under  1 — 2 

3—4 

under 

under 

Cause  of  Death 

1 week  weeks 

weeks 

4 weeks 

1 year 

Congenital  Defect  .... 

1 — 

— 

1 

1 

Prematurity  

4 — 

— 

4 

4 

TOTAL  .... 

5 — 

5 

5 

T think  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  standard  of  ante-natal 
and  neo-natal  care  is  reflected  very  much  in  the  infant 
mortality  and  peri-natal  mortality  statistics.  The  peri-natal 
mortality  is  expressed  as  the  number  of  stillbirths  plus  the 
number  of  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  both  the  stillbirths 
and  the  infant  deaths  have  dropped  simultaneously  this  year 
and  the  peri-natal  mortality  figure  for  your  area  is  the  lowest 
since  1952.  Tt  is  with  some  relief  that  T am  able  to  tell  you 
this  as  last  year  I did  express  some  great  concern  at  the  sharp 
rise  in  your  figures  for  1956,  although  one  must  never  be 
satisfied  with  a state  of  affairs  that  involves  loss  of  infant 
life,  nevertheless,  the  figures  this  year  bring  Darton  within 
the  average  range  for  the  area  as  a whole. 


Year 

Live 

Bir/hs 

Still 

Births 

Deaths  in  first 
week  of  life 

Peri -natal 
Death  Rate 

1953 

223 

11 

1 

51.3 

1954 

201 

8 

2 

47.4 

1955 

198 

5 

2 

34.4 

1956 

245 

15 

10 

96.1 

1957 

215 

5 

5 

45.4 

PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  figures. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population : 

Crude  

Adjusted  

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population : 

Crude  

Adjusted  

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 
excluding  Tuberculosis  but 
including  Venereal  Diseases 
Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory  

Other  

All  forms  .... 

Cancer  

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system  

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 

Respiratory  diseases  

Maternal  Mortality  

Tnfant  Mortality  

Stillbirths  


Aggregate 

England 

West 

West 

and 

Darton 

Riding 

Riding 

Wales 

Urban 

Urban 

Admin. 

(prov. 

District 

Districts 

County 

figures) 

14.7 

16.1 

16.6 

16.1 

14.4 

16.2 

16.7 

16.1 

11.0 

12.4 

11.7 

11.5 

14.7 

12.9 

12.7 

11.5 

Not 

— 

0.07 

0.07 

available 

«. _ 

0.08 

0.08 

0.09 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

0.09 

0.09 

0.11 

1.91 

1.99 

1.87 

2.09 

Not 

1.44 

2.15 

1.95 

available 

Not 

4.51 

4.61 

4.30 

available 

Not 

1.5 

1.46 

1.37 

available 

— 

0.41 

0.51 

0.47 

23.3 

25.4 

264 

23.0 

22.7 

23.5 

23.9 

22.4 

DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  1 year  

Males 

3 

Females 

2 

Total 

5 

1-  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years 



— 

— 

10-15  years 

— 





15-20  years 

— 





20-25  years 

1 



1 

25-35  years 

1 

1 

2 

35-45  vears 

1 

4 

5 

45-55  years 

3 

5 

8 

55-65  years 

18 

14 

32 

65-70  years 

12 

7 

19 

70-75  years 

24 

14 

38 

75-80  years 

12 

10 

22 

80-85  years 

9 

10 

19 

85-90  vears 

5 

3 

8 

50  years  and  over 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

91 

70 

161 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1957 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  - 

4.  Diphtheria  

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles  

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

20.  Other  heart  disease  

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

22.  Influenza  

23.  Pneumonia  - 

24.  Bronchitis  „ 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

31.  Congenital  malformations  

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

34.  All  other  accidents  

35.  Suicide  

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  


Males  Females  Total 


3 2 5 

3 1 4 

4 4 

1 1 

8 6 14 

1 1 

9 12  21 

16  4 20 

7 7 14 

16  9 25 

3 4 7 

3 1 4 

3 3 6 

7 2 9 

2 1 3 

3—3 

1 1 


6 10  16 
2—2 


1 1 


AH  Causes  91  70  161 
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SECTION  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer  of 
the  Council  but  is  engaged  on  whole-time  Public  Health  work, 
being  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  surrounding 
districts  and  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  lor  Division  No. 
25  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  Two  Public  Health 
Inspectors  are  employed  by  the  Council. 

General  Hospitals 

The  general  hospitals  serving  your  district  are  given 
below.  Their  administration  rests  with  the  Leeds  and  Shef- 
field Hospital  Boards  through  the  local  hospital  management 
committees. 

Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board : 

1.  Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

2.  General  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

3.  Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board : 

1.  The  United  Group  Hospitals,  Sheffield. 

2.  The  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

All  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  admission  were 
admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley.  The  ambulance 
arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  with 
the  hospital  retaining  its  own  ambulances  for  the  service. 

Maternity  Hospitals 

Maternity  Cases  were  usually  admitted  to  the  following 
hospitals  : 

St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Pindar  Oaks  Maternity  Home,  Barnsley. 

Manygates  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown. 

The  services  of  the  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  the 
Maternity  Hospital,  Leeds,  were  also  available  for  abnormal 
obstetric  cases. 

Tuberculosis 

Most  patients  suffering  from  the  disease  are  admitted  to 
the  Wath  Wood  Sanatorium,  and  co-operation  is  maintained 
with  the  Chest  Physician  who  holds  out-patients’  sessions  at 
the  Chest  Clinic,  46  Church  Street,  Barnsley.  Details  of 
sessions  are  as  follows : 
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Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 


10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  nearest  centre  for  Darlon  patients  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  in  Barnsley : 

Address:  Special  Treatment  Centre, 

Queen’s  Road, 

BARNSLEY. 

Other  centres  are  situate  in  Sheffield,  Wakefield  and 
Rotherham  and  a patient  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  is 
at  liberty  to  attend  at  the  centre  of  his  choice.  Treatment 
is  completely  confidential. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Methodist  Chapel, 
Gawber,  on  Wednesday  afternoons,  at  Darton  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Station  Road,  Darton,  on  Wednesday  afternoons  and 
at  the  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Staincross,  on  Thursday  afternoons. 
All  clinics  are  held  weekly.  Further  details  are  given  in 
the  County  Services  section. 


Laboratory  Service 

The  laboratory  service  was  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  in  Wakefield,  a national  service  under 
the  control  of  the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  laboratory 
is  equipped  to  deal  with  all  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examinations,  and  a complete  investigation  is  undertaken  and 
report  furnished  for  every  specimen  sent  for  examination. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  chemical  analysis  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Bradford  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  The  depot  for  your  area  being  at  Hoyland, 
Telephone  No.  Hoyland  3168  and  Hoyland  2112. 
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SECTION  III 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  Infectious  Disease  in  your 
district  in  1956  amounted  to  272  cases,  as  compared  with  58 
in  the  previous  year.  This  was  largely  accounted  for  in  the 
increase  in  the  notification  of  Measles  in  the  year. 


No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Died 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

4 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

6 

Measles  

242 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

2 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

' 

Totals 

272 

9 

6 

The  age  distribution  of  the  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  tables  : 


Under  1-4  5-14  15-24  25-44  45-64  65  and 

1 yr.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  over 

Scarlet  Fever  — 4 11  — — — — 

Pneumonia  — — 2 — 3 2 — 

Measles  13  119  108  1 1 — — 

Whooping  Cough  — 1 1 — — — 

Erysipelas  — — — — — 2 1 

Dysentery  — — — — — — 1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  — — — 1 1 — — 


Totals  13  124  122  2 5 4 2 


Scarlet  Fever 

15  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  last  year,  6 more 
than  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  15  cases  4 were  admitted 
to  hospital,  more  because  of  the  difficulty  of  nursing  and 
isolation  at  home  than  because  of  the  severity  of  the  disease. 
In  general  the  disease  was  mild,  there  Avere  no  deaths  and 
no  serious  complications. 
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Measles 

242  cases  of  Measles  occurred  last  year  compared  with 
13  cases  in  the  previous  year.  The  disease  was  confined 
mainly  to  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year  and  the 
epidemic  commenced  towards  the  end  of  March  and  continued 
until  the  end  of  August.  Your  table  of  Infectious  Diseases 
over  the  past  ten  years  shows  quite  clearly  a cycle  of  events 
with  regard  to  Measles  and  this  was  a year  of  relatively 
high  incidence. 

Smallpox 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  infants  vaccinated  was  66  as  compared  with  105 
in  the  previous  year.  This  represents  31%  of  the  infant 
population  as  compared  with  43%  in  the  previous  year.  I 
am  sorry  to  see  this  fall  in  vaccination  because  Darton 
was  one  district  that  was  showing  a distinct  tendency  for 
the  percentage  to  rise.  T had  hoped  that  when  combined 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
became  really  established  that  wTe  should  see  a further  rise 
in  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  Smallpox, 
the  population  immune,  a grave  catastrophe  could  overtake 
this  country  if  the  disease  were  to  become  established. 

In  these  days  of  air  travel  with  such  a small  proportion  of 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year 
and  only  two  cases  of  Whooping  Cough.  This  compares 
with  20  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  in  1956.  It  is  indeed  a 
great  pleasure  to  report  such  a reduction  in  the  notification 
of  this  disease,  wh'ch  can  be  very  serious  and  even  fatal 
in  young  children.  Unfortunately,  there  was  a falling  off 
in  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  in  1957.  with  only 
42  children  immunised  as  against  76  in  1956. 

The  increase  in  Diphtheria  immunisation  statistics  is 
small.  The  statistics  show  that  by  the  end  of  1957,  58.6%  of 
all  children  between  the  ages  of  0-14  years  were  immunised, 
with  45.7%  in  the  age  group  0-4  years  and  63.9%  in  the  age 
group  5-14  years  protected.  These  figures  are  still  not  satis- 
factory and  do  not  compare  favourably  with  some  of  the 
other  districts  in  the  division,  but  at  least  some  improvement 
is  shown. 

Towards  the  end  of  1957  a start  was  made  in  using 
combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  vaccine  in  infancy, 
but  since  three  injections  are  required  at  monthly  intervals 
this  change  came  too  late  to  have  any  effect  on  the  figures 
for  1957.  Indeed,  if  any  effect  was  noticeable  it  was  to 
diminish  the  figures,  since  many  parents  were  deliberately 
advised  by  me  to  wait  for  the  combined  vaccine  in  November, 
and  these  children  were  not  completely  immunised  until  earlv 
in  1958. 
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Poliomyelitis 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  recording  that  for  the  second 
year  running  no  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  your 
district.  Immunisation  against  Poliomyelitis  continued 
during  the  year  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  424  children 
had  been  immunised  with  2 doses.  During  the  year,  and 
particularly  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  many  more  children 
were  registered  for  immunisation,  and  at  31st  December,  1957, 
the  waiting  list  stood  at  888. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  were  reported  last  year. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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Tuberculosis 

There  were  two  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  no  new  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as  com- 
pared with  18  and  2 respectively  in  the  previous  year.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  last  vear. 


As  perhaps  T indicated  in  my  report  last  year,  the  large 
number  of  notifications  in  1956  was  to  some  extent  influenced 
by  the  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  and  we  have  this 
year  a falling  off  in  the  notification  rate.  I feel  that  the 
disease  is  gradually  being  eradicated,  but  it  is  important 
that  the  last  remaining  cases  in  the  community  should  be 
discovered  and  that  precautions  should  be  taken.  Otherwise 
the  disease  might  again  become  rampant. 
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TUBERCULOSIS — Record  of  Cases  during  1957 


No.  of  cases  on  Register  at  1st  January, 

Pulmonary 

M F 

Non-Pul  monary 
M F 

1957  _ 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  time 

40 

32 

10 

7 

during  the  year  

2 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  cases  restored  to  register 

No.  of  cases  added  to  register  otherwise 

1 

than  by  notification 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  removed  to  other  districts  

No.  cured  or  otherwise  removed  from 

— 

1 

1 

register  

2 

7 

— 

1 

No.  died  from  disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  died  from  other  causes  

— 

— 

1 

— 

Total  at  end  of  1957 

40 

25 

8 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1957 


Age  Periods 

0-  1 year 

1-  5 years 
5-10  years 

10-15  years 
15-20  years 
20-25  years 
25-35  years 
35-45  years 
45-55  years 
55-65  years 
Over  65  years 


NEW  CASES 
Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


1 


1 


Totals  2 
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SECTION  IV 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 


To  the 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Darton  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report.  This  is  my  eleventh  report  and  it  is  submitted  to  you 
in  a style  similar  to  that  used  in  my  monthly  reports  to  the 
Health  Committee. 

As  usual  1 shall  try  to  make  it  as  interesting  to  read  as 
possible,  i hope  I shall  convey  to  you  that  in  performing  the 
various  duties  assigned  to  us,  my  staff  and  I have  neglected 
none  of  them  in  our  aim  to  safeguard  public  health  throughout 
the  district.  Indeed  I hope  also  to  show  that  a great  deal  of 
progress  towards  this  aim  has  definitely  been  achieved. 

Each  year  is  usually  remembered  for  some  outstanding- 
events  which  occur,  the  recording  of  which  fits  into  the  pattern 
of  a township’s  history.  1957  was  no  exception  as  far  as  public 
health  matters  were  concerned.  The  following  pages  will  show 
that  great  progress  was  made  in  the  eradication  of  slums,  the 
provision  of  improved  hygiene  in  food  premises  and  the  final 
abolition  of  all  but  six  of  our  eighty-four  cesspools. 

1 extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  my  assistant,  Mr.  Sutton,  my 
clerk,  Miss  Martin,  and  to  the  foreman  and  staff  of  the  Cleansing- 
Department  who  have  responded  willingly  and  loyally  to  the 
calls  1 have  made  on  them  throughout  the  year.  I am  most 
grateful  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  the  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  and  also  for  the  pleasant  co-operative 
spirit  of  the  various  officials  and  members  of  the  staffs  of  other 
departments  of  the  Council.  1 am  also  fortunate  in  that  our 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Dr.  Barnes,  continued  to  foster  that 
happy,  friendly,  and  helpful  relationship  which  enabled  our  two 
departments  to  blend  together  as  a progressive  public  health  unit. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

IRVINE  FIELDHOUSE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Cleansing  Superintendent 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


A healthier  environment  is  one  of  the  continual  aims  of 
our  department,  and  the  various  matters  to  which  we  give  our 
attention  in  securing  these  conditions  are  detailed  in  this  first 
section. 

Attention  to  Complaints  received 

472  complaints  were  received  during  1957 — 27  less  than  in 
the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  complaints  are  from  people 
who  are  troubled  with  house  defects,  obstructed  drains,  offensive 
smells,  rats,  cockroaches  and  other  pests.  We  always  give 
immediate  attention  to  complaints  knowing  that  if  nuisances  are 
found  to  exist  they  require  early  abatement  if  we  are  to  play  our 
part  in  the  maintenance  of  good  environmental  hygiene. 

Nuisances  found  and  abated 

A total  of  612  nuisances  were  found  in  1957  but  not  all  these 
were  discovered  as  a result  of  complaints.  Part  of  our  duties  is 
to  be  on  the  look-out  at  all  times  for  any  nuisance  which  arises 
anywhere  in  our  district,  and  which  requires  attention  before  it 
can  interfere  with  public  health.  During  1957,  after  making 
many  visits  and  inspections  relative  to  nuisances,  we  finally 
recorded  a total  of  664  nuisances  abated  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Notices  served  and  abated 

After  proving  the  existence  of  a nuisance  it  is  necessary  to 
call  upon  someone  to  take  steps  to  abate  it.  This  we  do  either 
verbally  or  in  writing  (informal  notices)  but  if  these  preliminary 
methods  do  not  secure  the  necessary  results  we  report  to  you  for 
your  authority  to  serve  abatement  notices  (statutory)  which  give 
us  the  necessary  legal  powers  to  secure  compliance  with  our 
requests.  The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  different 
types  of  notices  served  during  1957.  the  effects  of  the  two  methods 
of  procedure  and  the  number  of  premises  affected  by  the  notices 
served  and  abated. 

341  Informal  notices  were  served,  affecting  452  premises. 

348  Informal  notices  were  abated,  affecting  469  premises. 

19  Statutory  notices  were  served,  affecting  13  premises. 

32  Statutory  notices  were  abated,  affecting  25  premises. 

Rodent  Control 

Special  duties  have  to  f>e  performed  in  order  to  keep  the 
rat  population  as  low  as  possible.  Complaints  are  speedily 

investigated  and  in  order  to  secure  their  eradication  we  nowadays 

pursue  a highly  skilled  and  technical  rodent  control  procedure. 

Not  only  do  we  investigate  reports  of  rats  but  we  perform 
routine  rodent  control  on  sewers,  refuse  tips,  sewage  works  and 
other  properties  owned  bv  the  Council.  The  following  table 
gives  a statistical  summary  of  rodent  control  work  carried  out 
during  1957. 
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Sewers 

(a)  Tests 

Total  No.  of  manholes  in  the  district  .... 
No.  of  manholes  tested  (10%  yearly)  .... 
No.  of  manholes  found  to  be  infested  .... 

(b)  Treatments 

No.  of  manholes  treated 

No.  of  manholes  showing  “takes” 


527 

55 

8 


41 

21 


Refuse  Tips,  Sewage  Works  etc.  (Local  authority  owned) 


No.  of  premises  treated  

No.  of  treatments  carried  out  .... 

No.  of  poison  baits  laid  

No.  of  poison  “takes”  

Dwelling  Houses  etc. 

No.  of  premises  treated  

No.  of  poison  baits  laid  

No.  of  poison  “takes”  

Business  Premises 

No.  of  premises  treated  

No.  of  poison  baits  laid  

No.  of  poison  “takes”  


6 

9 

84 

48 


48 

295 

82 


4 

47 
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That  our  rodent  control  service  is  efficiently  conducted  is 
due  to  the  conscientious  efforts  of  Mr.  Sutton  who  keeps  himself 
fully  informed  of  up-to-date  methods  of  control.  He  maintains 
close  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
and  personally  prepares  and  supervises  all  rodent  control 
work  throughout  the  district.  His  diligence  in  this  work  is  a 
sure  contribution  towards  healthier  surroundings. 


Insect  Pests 


Insect  powder  and  liquids  continued  to  be  issued  to 
householders  troubled  with  flies,  cockroaches,  moths,  silverfish, 
woodworm  and  other  insect  pests.  The  Council  has  always  been 
desirous  of  helping  those  who  try  to  help  themselves  so  that  all 
the  above  issues  were  made  free  of  charge  during  1957.  The 
insecticides  are  the  best  obtainable  and  I personally  feel  that  the 
cost  involved  is  money  well  spent  if  it  results  in  pest-free  homes. 

Clean  Air 

In  the  previous  paragraphs  I have  tried  to  stress  the 
importance  of  healthy  surroundings  for  the  people  we  serve. 


16 


The  occasional  rat  infestation,  the  odd  nuisance  here  and  there, 
the  bad  smells  from  a stopped  drain  and  the  seasonal  invasion 
of  dies  etc.  are  all  detrimental  to  the  health  of  those  who  happen 
to  be  troubled  when  they  arise.  But  what  if  something  arose 
which  threatened  the  health  of  every  man,  woman  and  child 
throughout  the  whole  district?  Swift  action  would  surely  be 
taken  to  rid  ourselves  of  it  and  no-one  would  rest  until  everything 
possible  had  been  done  to  prevent  its  return.  Suppose  the  water 
we  drink  became  poisoned.  Suppose  the  food  we  ate  was  a 
potential  killer.  What  then  of  the  air  we  breathe?  Surely  we 
are  justified  in  doing  all  in  our  power  to  keep  it  as  clean,  as 
pure  and  as  harmless  as  we  do  our  water  and  food.  Smoke  and 
soot  from  our  domestic  and  factory  chimneys  pollute  the 
atmosphere  causing  illness  and  sometimes  death,  stunting  our 
vegetation,  decaying  our  buildings,  dirtying  our  surroundings  and 
robbing  us  of  health-giving  sunshine.  Small  wonder  that  greater 
attempts  to  rid  the  country  of  this  “plague”  have  now  been  made. 
The  Clean  Air  Act  of  1956  which  finally  came  into  force  in  1957 
takes  a big  step  towards  achieving  this  aim  but  the  greatest 
contribution  which  could  really  be  efifected  rests  with  house- 
holders who,  if  they  would  only  become  clean-air  conscious,  would 
no  longer  tolerate  all  that  smoke  escaping  up  their  chimneys  and 
causing  all  that  damage.  It  is  impossible  to  burn  coal  in  domestic 
firegrates  completely  without  smoke  but  a little  common  sense 
applied  by  us  all  when  stoking  up  our  home  fires-  could  go  a 
long  way  towards  minimising  these  foul  emissions  and  making 
our  air  cleaner  and  more  fit  to  breathe. 

The  following  table  shows  the  monthly  readings  of  the 


apparatus  sited  at  Darton  for  recording 
pollution  and  acid  content  of  the  air. 

rainfall,  atmospheric 

Month 

DEPOSIT  GAUGE 

Amount  of  rain-  Tons  of  deposit 
fall  in  inches  per  square  mile 

LEAD  PEROXIDE 
INSTRUMENT 

Amount  of  Acid  in 
atmosphere 

( Milligrammes  of  Sulphur 
Trioxide  per  100  square 
centimetres  per  day) 
(over  2.0  is  excessive) 

January 

1.50 

5.47 

1.38 

February 

2.28 

11.38 

1.36 

March 

1.04 

8.49 

1.96 

April 

0.21 

10.57 

0.93 

May 

0.78 

11.38 

0.99 

1 une 

1.40 

7.82 

0.68 

July 

3.01 

14.83 

0.80 

August 

4.46 

12.95 

1.12 

September 

3.42 

10.10 

0.87 

October 

1.14 

8.09 

0.92 

November 

1.92 

7.42 

1.41 

December 

2.02 

9.16 

1.07 

TOTALS 

23.18 

117.66 

13.49 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  nearly  118  tons  of  soot  deposits  fell 
on  each  square  mile  of  the  area  during  1957.  This  is  a reduction 
of  over  30  tons  on  the  year  1956  and  1 would  like  to  think  that 
this  is  partly  due  to  the  improvements  which  were  effected  to 
the  Coke  Oven  plant  at  Claycliffe.  In  last  year’s  Report  I 
mentioned  that  these  improvements  were  forecast  to  result  in  a 
seventy  per  cent  reduction  of  smoke  and  fumes  from  this  Plant, 
it  looks  as  if  the  results  have  justified  the  forecasts  even  though 
passers-by,  who,  because  they  have  no  knowledge  of  the  results 
being  achieved,  still  continue  to  give  the  Plant  its  disreputable 
name.  I have  every  confidence  that  even  better  results  will  be 
achieved  in  1958. 

Infectious  Diseases 

35  visits  were  made  to  dwellmghouses  for  the  purposes  of 
disinfecting  the  patient’s  bedrooms  and  effects,  and  tor  recording 
the  case  history  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Special  reports  were  made  relative  to  the  housing  conditions  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  more  strenuous  efforts 
are  now  made  to  help  them  in  their  unfortunate  illness.  Free 
issues  of  disinfectant  continued  to  be  made  to  ratepayers  who 
applied  for  same  from  our  depots. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District 

Good  sanitation  is  always  of  major  importance  in  assessing 
the  extent  of  hygiene  appertaining  in  a particular  district  and 
if  progress  can  be  made  each  year  under  this  heading  then  the 
health  of  the  people  living  in  that  district  must  surely  be 
improved.  The  following  sub-paragraphs  show  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  Darton  at  the  end  of  1957  and  when  compared 
with  the  figures  for  1956  an  indication  of  the  progress  made  is 
very  apparent. 


Drainage  conditions  1957  1956 

No.  of  cesspools  in  the  district  7 51 

No.  of  septic  tank  units  24  26 

No.  of  dwellings  not  connected  to  sewer  ....  87  156 

No.  of  other  premises  not  connected  to  sewer  15  15 


The  new  sewerage  scheme  was  finally  completed  in  1957, 
resulting  in  the  abolition  of  78  cesspools  altogether,  leaving  six 
which  could  not  be  converted.  The  ones  serving  Nos.  229  to 
233  Spark  Fane.  Dr.  Walker’s  surgery  Cawthorne  Road,  and 
Galatea  Warren  Fane,  are  all  serviced  by  the  Council.  Cesspools 
at  Jebb  Farm  and  Cottages,  Spear’  and  Edwards  factory 
Huddersfield  Road  and  a Coach  Tours  firm  at  Claycliffe  are  not 
serviced  bv  the  Council.  During  the  year  a new  cesspool  was 
constructed  to  erve  a new  bungalow  built  in  Warren  Lane  and 
the  owner  was  made  responsible  for  its  frequent  emptying. 
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The  number  of  septic  tank  units  was  reduced  to  24  as  a result 
of  two  being-  abolished  also  by  the  new  sewerage  scheme.  A list 
of  all  premises  which  are  not  on  the  main  sewer  has  now  been 
compiled  and  it  is  disappointing  to  find  that  there  are  still  as 
many  as  102  dwellings  and  other  premises,  even  though  45  of 
these  are  adequately  served  bv  septic  tank  units. 


Closet  Accommodation  1957  1956 

No.  of  waterclosets  in  the  district  4988  4857 

No.  of  dwellings  served  by  waterclosets  ....  4435  4399 

No.  of  privies  in  the  district  14  16 

No.  of  dwellings  served  by  privies • 17  18 

No.  of  pail  closets  in  the  district  27  26 

No.  of  dwellings  served  by  pail  closets  22  24 


By  the  end  of  the  year  99.18  per  cent  of  all  closets  in  the 
district  were  waterclosets  and  1 do  not  think  that  anyone  will 
be  satisfied  until  the  figure  finally  reaches  one  hundred  per  cent. 


There  are  still  far  too  many  privies  and  pails  but  as  the  old 
property  gradually  goes  .out  of  existance  so  will  these  unsatis- 
factory closets  be  eradicated.  In  the  meantime  we  might  do 
worse  than  apply  ourselves  to  securing  a standard  of  at  least 
one  watercloset  per  dwelling  since  there  are  still  787  houses,  the 
families  of  which  have  to  share  the  toilet  with  their  neighbours. 


Water  Supplies  1957  1956 

No.  of  dwellings  on  mains  water  supply  4470  4435 

No.  of  dwellings  on  springwater  supplies  4 4 

The  four  dwellings  still  relying  on  spring  water  for  their 
supplies  are  isolated  farms  and  cottages  so  far  distant  from  our 
water  mains  that  it  would  appear  that  the  occupants  will  never 
enjoy  this  important  amenity.  The  quantity  and  purity  of  spring 
water  supplies  is  dependent  upon  the  amount  of  rainfall  but 
rather  than  such  supplies  be  neglected  samples  are  collected 
during  the  year  and  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination.  Should  any  l>e  found  to  be  polluted,  action  is 
quickly  taken  to  safeguard  the  health  of  the  consumers. 

It  is  worth  mentioning  as  far  as  our  mains  supply  is  con- 
cerned that  all  premises  have  their  own  internal  supply — we  have 
no  old  fashioned  stand  pipes  common  to  groups  of  houses  as  still 
exist  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 


Refuse  Receptacles  1957  1956 

No.  of  refuse  bins  in  the  district 4667  4627 

No.  of  middens  1 3 


Although  only  one  midden  was  abolished  during  the  year  1 
am  trying  to  persuade  the  owners  of  eleven  of  the  remaining 
thirteen  to  convert  to  refuse  bins.  The  department  gives  a weekly 
service  in  the  emptying  of  these  receptacles  and  this  will  be  a 
decided  improvement  on  the  monthly  cleansing  of  middens  which 
is  at  present  carried  out.  The  proper  storage  of  refuse,  that  is 
to  say  in  hygienic  containers  with  properly  fitting  lids,  together 
with  the  regular  removal  of  refuse  is  a valuable  contribution  to 
environmental  hygiene. 

Dwellinghouses  with  Bathrooms 

Of  the  4,474  houses  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  1957  our 
records  show  that  approximately  3,000  possess  a room  in  which 
a fixed  bath  is  installed.  This  is  a reasonably  good  proportion 
and  many  have  only  achieved  this  because  of  the  Council’s 
decision  to  continue  to  make  grants  for  improvements  under  the 
Housing  Acts. 


HOUSING  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

This  section  presents  a general  picture  of  the  numbers  and 
types  of  housing  accommodation  of  the  area.  It  also  gives  details 
of  the  work  done  with  regard  to  house  repairs  and  slum  clearance 
during  1957. 

Housing  Accommodation 


No.  of  privately  owned  dwellinghouses  3106 

No.  of  Council-owned  dwellinghouses 1237 

No.  of  house-shops 75 

No.  of  farmhouses 31 

No.  of  dwellings  at  licensed  premises 25 


Total  No.  of  dwellings  in  the  area  ....  4474 


With  an  estimated  population  of  14,630  this  gives  an  average 
of  approximately  3.27  persons  per  dwelling. 

Houses  built  in  1957 

28  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and  96  by  the 
Council.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Council  now  owns 
27.6  per  cent  of  all  dwellings  in  the  area. 
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House  Repairs 

As  far  as  Council  houses  are  concerned  the  repairs  are  dealt 
with  by  the  Housing  Department.  For  the  enforcement  of  repairs 
to  privately-owned  houses  my  department  is  actively  engaged 
throughout  the  year.  As  already  reported  in  Section  1 it  often 
becomes  necessary  to  serve  notices  upon  landlords  requesting 
their  attention  to  items  of  disrepair  which  are  a nuisance  or 
prejudicial  to  health.  During  1957,  501  visits  or  inspections 
were  made  relative  to  the  abatement  of  house  defects  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  it  was  found  that  509  houses  had  been  improved 
as  a result  of  our  efforts. 

In  my  last  Report  I mentioned  that  the  cost  of  house  repairs 
was  far  out  of  proportion  to  the  rents  received  but  the  new  Rent 
Act  which  came  into  force  in  1957  promises  to  remedy  this 
situation.  As  a matter  of  fact  it  was  very  noticeable  to  me  by 
the  end  of  the  year  that  more  and  more  landlords  seemed  to  be 
making  a determined  effort  to  repair  their  tenanted  properties 
without  our  prodding,  in  order  to  qualify  for  the  increased  rents 
allowed  under  the  new  Act.  There  were  others  however  who 
preferred  not  to  incur  anv  expense  until  the  tenants  claimed  their 
rights  under  the  Act  and  applied  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 
This  latter  procedure  added  slightly  to  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  by  the  end  of  the  year  seventeen  such  applications  had 
been  received,  investigated  and  reported  upon  to  the  Council 
The  following  shows  the  detailed  action  taken  in  respect  of  these 
applications  : — 

No.  of  applications  received  (Form  I)  17 

No.  of  Council  notices  rent  to  landlords  Form  J) 15 

No.  of  undertakings  received  from  landlords  (Form  K)  8 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  (Form  L) 3 

The  year  ended  before  the  procedure  could  be  completed  on 
any  of  the  above  applications. 


Slum  Clearance 

(a)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas — The  Wentworth  Road 
Staincross  Clearance  Area  No.  27  which  was  declared  in  1956 
was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  in  1957.  56  of  the  58  houses  in 

this  area  are  for  demolition  whilst  the  other  two  became  the 
subject  of  Closing  Orders.  By  the  end  of  the  year  33  families 
totalling  95  persons  from  this  Area  had  been  re-housed  in  Council 
Houses,  the  majority  of  them  in  the  new  Rroad  Royd  Head  estate. 
Although  work  commenced  on  the  demolition  of  the  old  property 
it  was  not  far  enough  advanced  by  the  end  of  the  year  to  record 
any  total  demolitions. 
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(b)  Individual  Unfit  Houses- — Odd  houses  and  small  blocks 
of  houses  here  and  there  throughout  the  district  requiring  to  be 
dealt  with  under  the  Slum  Clearance  programme  have  been 
found  to  be  far  easier  dealt  with  as  Individual  Unfit  houses  than 
to  follow  the  involved  and  lengthy  procedure  required  under 
Clearance  Orders.  Many  such  houses  have  been  dealt  with 
during  the  past  few  years  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the 
results  achieved  by  this  method  by  the  end  of  1957. 

No.  of  Individual  houses  which  have  been  the  subject 
of  consideration  by  the  Council 157 

No.  of  houses  voluntarily  condemned  55 

No.  of  houses  which  became  the  subject  of  Closing 
Orders.  (Of  these  23  have  since  been  revoked  in 
favour  of  Demolition  Orders)  38 

No.  of  houses  now  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders  78 

No.  of  houses  voluntarily  demolished  (by  the  end  of 


No.  of  houses  demolished  under  Order  (bv  the  end  of 
1957) ' 

No.  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Council  (1957  only) 


16 

40 


(c)  General  Remarks — 1957  saw  real  post-war  progress  in 
getting  rid  of  the  unfit  houses  throughout  the  area.  A preliminary7 
survey  in  1955  had  revealed  that  there  were  394  houses  suitable 
for  slum  action  as  and  when  the  opportunities  arose  to  secure 
their  repair,  closure  or  demolition.  26  of  these  were  Closed 
under  Order  in  1956  and  4 were  demolished  but  in  1957  as  a. 
result  of  the  Council’s  decision  to  allocate  100  houses  for  slum 
clearance  on  the  new  Broad  Royd  Head  housing  site  the  oppor- 
tunities did  arise  and  slum  clearance  in  the  area  took  a big  step 
forward^,  As  will  be  seen  from  the  two  previous  paragraphs.  73 
families  from  the  Clearance  Area  and  the  Individual  Unfit  houses 
had  been  re-housed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  1958  will  see  the 
completion  of  the  estate  and  the  Council’s  programme  will  then 
be  well  ahead  of  schedule.  In  spite  of  this  however  1 feel  that 
the  Council  will  not  relax  their  efforts.  Far  too  many  years 
have  passed  without  any  action  whatever  and  in  my  opinion  there 
will  always  be  some  effort  required  by  all  concerned  to  provide 
those  amenities  like  bathrooms,  hot  water,  adequate  toilet  facilities 
etc.  to  which  all  people  have  a right. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
SUPPLIES  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

1 his  section  gives  details  of  the  area’s  meat,  milk  and  other 
food  supplies.  It  shows  the  valuable  contribution  made  to  the 
safeguarding  of  public  health  by  the  careful  inspection  of  all 
meat  from  food  animals  slaughtered  within  the  district,  the 
sampling  of  food,  milk  and  ice-cream  and  the  regular  inspections 
of  all  premises  where  food  is  manufactured,  stored  or  sold. 

Meat  Supplies 

for  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  most  of  the  butchers 
in  the  area  continued  to  slaughter  their  food  animals  in  the  eight 
licenced  slaughterhouses  but  in  May  1957  the  Minister  announced 
his  findings  of  the  Inquiry  held  as  a result  of  the  Council’s 
resolution  to  close  the  slaughterhouses  following  decontrol.  The 
Minister  instructed  the  Council  to  retain  one  of  the  slaughter- 
houses (Clement  Birkinshaw’s)  and  recommended  the  granting 
of  a licence  to  one  other  when  it  was  built  (Horton  B.  Clayton’s). 
Seven  of  the  eight  slaughterhouses  therefore  ceased  to  be  used  as 
such  on  the  6th  May  and  from  that  time  most  of  the  local 
butchers  obtained  their  supplies  ready-killed.  Mr.  Rirkinshaw’s 
slaughterhouse  accommodated  the  little  slaughtering  which  was 
done  until  Mr.  Clayton’s  slaughterhouse  was  completed  and 
licensed  in  September.  Then  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  five 
of  our  butchers  killed  at  Birkinshaw’s  and  two  at  Clayton’s. 

Table  1 shows  the  different  kinds  of  food  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  Darton  area  in  1957  together  with  the  weights  of  meat 
and  offal  found  to  be  unfit.  Any  meat  found  to  be  in  a diseased 
condition  was  thoroughly  mutilated  and  stained  with  a strong 
green  dye  to  prevent  its  use  for  human  consumption. 

TABLE  1 


Inspections  of  Animals  Condemnations 

Slaughtered  Meat  (lbs.)  Offal  (lbs.) 


Bullocks  

352 

330 

1122 

Heifers  

270 

1470 

874 

Cows  

46 

162 

140 

Calves  

9 

— 

— 

Sheep 

636 

— 

32 

Pigs  

131 

40 

85 

Totals  .... 

1444 

2002 

2253 

Table  2 is  inserted  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  indicates  the  numbers  of  those  animals  affected  with  (a)  all 
diseases  except  tuberculosis,  (b)  tuberculosis  only  and  (c) 
cysticercosis  in  relation  to  the  total  numbers  of  the  various 
animals  slaughtered  within  the  district. 
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TABLE  2 


Cattle 

Sheep 

(excluding 

and 

Pigs 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Number  killed  

622 

46 

9 

636 

131 

Number  inspected 

622 

46 

9 

636 

131 

(a)  ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

60 

5 

— 

4 

11 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 

culosis  

9.65 

10.86 

— 

0.63 

8.84 

(b)  TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 


Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1 - - 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

28  9 

— 

4 

inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

4.66  19.56 

— 

3.05 

(c)  CYSTICERCOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

(heifer)  

1 — — 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

• 

or  organ  was  condemned 

7 — — 

— 

— 

Milk  Supplies 

All  milk  sold  by  retail  within  the  district  is  Designated  Milk 
in  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations. 
It  must  therefore  be  retailed  in  sealed  containers  only.  There 
are  13  milk  producing  farms  in  the  area  but  only  one  retails 
direct  to  the  public.  The  milk  from  the  other  farms  is  collected 
in  bulk  either  by  the  Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  or 
the  Express  Dairies  (Northern)  Ltd.,  who  pasteurise  the  milk, 
bottle  it  and  retail  it  to  the  public  in  this  and  neighbouring  areas. 
Quite  a large  quantity  of  Sterilised  Milk  is  also  retailed  in  Darton 
irom  14  general  food  shops  whose  proprietors  are  licensed  for 
that  purpose  under  the  Regulations.  There  were  8 other  milk 
dealers  licensed  to  retail  milk  during  1957.  There  are  no  dairy 
premises  in  the  area. 

Table  3 gives  details  of  the  Designated  milk  licences  issued 
during  1957. 
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TABLE  3 


Designation 

Dealer’s 

Licences 

Supplementary 

Licences 

Pasteurised  Milk  

3 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

2 

5 

Sterilised  Milk  

15 

2 

Sampling  of  Designated  Milk 

As  a contribution  towards  the  safeguarding  of  public  health 
30  samples  of  Designated  Milk  sold  in  the  area  by  the  above 
distributors  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
determining  whether  or  not  clean  and  efficient  methods  had  been 
practised  in  production.  Details  of  these  showing  the  results 
obtained  are  as  follows  : — 

TABLE  4 

' No.  of 


samples  Results  of  Samples 


Designation 

taken 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised 

8 

7 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 

6 

5 

1 

(Certified) 

Tuberculin  Tested 

7 

7 

(Pasteurised) 

Sterilised 

9 

9 

— 

Totals  . 

30 

28 

2 

The  two  unsatisfactory  samples  were  reported  at  once  to 
the  Area  Milk  Production  Officer  who  no  doubt  took  the  appro- 
priate action  to  ensure  that  the  producers  concerned  paid  more 
attention  to  cleaner  methods  of  production.  Follow-up  samples 
ultimately  proved  satisfactory. 

Sampling  of  Milk  (for  detection  of  tuberculosis) 

Although  it  is  not  our  specific  duty  we  take  it  upon  ourselves 
to  procure  samples  of  milk  from  all  farms  in  the  area  at  least 
once  each  year  in  order  to  satisfy  ourselves  that  no  dairy  cow 
in  the  District  is  giving  tuberculous  milk.  18  such  samples  were 
taken  in  1957  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  all  were  free  from 
the  dreaded  tubercle  bacillus  which  could  so  easily  infect  human 
l^eings. 

Sampling  of  Milk  (for  nature,  substance  and  quality) 

These  samples  are  obtained  bv  Sampling  Officers  of  the  West 
Riding  County  Council.  1 am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  W. 
Hopkinson,  Chief  Inspector,  for  notifying  me  that  during  1957 
eighteen  such  samples  were  obtained  in  the  Darton  district  and 
all  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
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Ice-cream 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  in  which  ice-cream  is 
manufactured  but  36  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage 
of  ice-cream.  Some  have  temporarily  discontinued  sales  but  in 
all  the  others  only  the  wrapped,  pre-packed  commodity  as 
received  from  well-known  manufacturers  is  sold.  As  expected 
most  of  these  shops  also  sell  the  ever  popular  ice-lollies. 

In  order  to  ascertain  that  the  different  ice-creams  sold  in 
the  district  are  clean  and  safe  products,  we  obtain  samples  from 
time  to  time  and  submit  them  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination.  17  samples  were  submitted  in  1957,  15  of  which 
proved  to  be  in  Grade  1,  1 in  Grade  2,  and  1 in  Grade  3. 
Ice-cream  samples  reported  to  be  in  Grades  1 and  2 are  considered 
satisfactory.  The  sample  reported  to  be  in  Grade  3 was  not,  so 
a warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  manufacturers.  Subsequent 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 


Other  Foods 

On  several  occasions  during  1957  shopkeepers,  canteen 
manageresses  and  food  vendors  have  sought  our  opinions  as  to 
the  suitability  for  human  consumption  of  a miscellaneous  assort- 
ment of  foods  in  tins,  jars,  bottles  and  packets  as  well  as  various 
unpacked  foods.  As  a result  of  this  freely  given  service  the 
following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  destroyed. 

Canned  and  Packeted  foods 90£  lbs. 

Food  in  Jars,  bottles  etc 6|  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  foods  48  lbs. 


Total  ....  144f  lbs. 


Food  and  drugs  sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955  for  nature,  substance  and  quality  is  performed  by  the 
YV eights  and  Measures  Inspectorate  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council.  I he  Chief  Inspector,  Mr.  Hopkinson,  informs  me  that 
of  the  26  samples  of  food  and  one  of  drugs  obtained  from  the 
shops  in  the  1 )arton  Area  all  but  (me  were  genuine.  The 
adulterated  one  was  a sample  of  sausage  found  to  contain 
pieservative  and  for  which  the  prescribed  notice  intimating  that 
same  contained  preservative  was  not  posted  in  the  shop.  The 
butchei  concerned  was  cautioned  by  the  Clerk  of  the  County 
Council. 


Food  Premises 


Table  5 shows  the  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  food 
premises  in  the  area  and  the  numbers  of  inspections  made  of 
same  during1  1957.  It  also  indicates  the  number  of  inspections 
made  of  the  many  mobile  shops  hawking  various  foods  in  the 
area. 


TABLE  5 


Numbers  and  types 
of  premises 


13  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 

of  sausages,  potted  meat,  preserved  foods 
etc 

19  butchers  shops  

76  general  food  shops  

20  shops  selling  ice-cream  

14  school  kitchens,  works  canteens  etc. 

12  bakehouses  

15  fried  fish  shops 

8 slaughterhouses  

27  public  houses  and  clubs  

Travelling  shops  and  vans  hawking  food 


Food  Hygiene 

1957  like  1956  proved  a worrying  year  for  me  in  my  attempts 
to  carry  out  your  instructions  with  regard  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955,  although  1 am  pleased  to 
report  that  my  efforts  actually  met  with  considerable  success. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  only  a few  shopkeepers  had  complied 
with  the  new  regulations,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  128  of  the 
138  food  premises  throughout  the  district  had  installed  the 
required  sinks,  wash-hand  basins,  soap,  towels  etc.  and  could  be 
said  to  have  provided  the  equipment  designed  to  improve  the 
hygiene  of  their  premises.  The  remaining  ten  premises  which 
do  not  yet  comply  in  spite  of  repeated  warnings  to  the  occupiers 
will  certainly  be  the  subject  of  serious  consideration  iti  1958. 

Generally  speaking  a fairly  satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  is 
practised  in  our  foocf  premises  and  although  minor  contraventions 
have  been  discovered  there  have  been  no  serious  contraventions. 

I personally  still  hate  to  see  unwrapped  foods  displayed  on  shop 
counters  and  in  shop  windows  unprotected  from  flies,  dust  etc. 


No.  of 
inspections 
made 


19 

72 

168 

35 

16 

28 

66 

513 

31 

90 
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I keep  trying  to  persuade  the  offending  shopkeepers  that  this  is 
unhygienic  and  unfair  to  the  customers,  but  the  practice  continues 
and  it  appears  that  the  present  legislation  is  by  no  means  helpful 
enough  to  prevent  it.  Now  that  it  has  been  established  that  the 
prosecuting  local  authority  must  prove  that  contamination  will 
in  fact  take  place  it  makes  me  wonder  of  what  use  is  regulation  8 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  requires  any  person 
engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  “to  take  all  such  steps  as  may 
be  reasonably  necessary  to  protect  the  food  from  risk  of  con- 
tamination and  in  particular  shall  not  so  place  the  food,  or  permit 
it  to  be  so  placed  as  to  involve  any  risk  of  contamination”. 

In  my  opinion  every  single  time  food  is  exposed  to  the  air  that 
risk  of  contamination  exists  to  a greater  or  lesser  degree  but  if 
such  food  is  exposed  for  hours  and  sometimes  days  on  counters 
and  in  windows  at  the  mercy  of  the  flies  and  the  bacteria  from 
the  coughs  and  sneezes  of  the  customers  the  contamination  risks 
are  multiplied  a thousand  times.  Why  then  should  there  be  no 
clear  cut  legislation  forbidding  shopkeepers  to  persist  in  these 
practices?  Whilst  awaiting  this,  we  health  inspectors  strive 
continually  to  persuade  as  many  people  as  we  can  that  food 
hygiene  should  be  practised  to  the  very  utmost  at  all  times. 


Hawkers  of  Food 

In  accordance  with  section  76  of  the  West  Riding  County- 
Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951,  the  following  numbers  of 
persons  and  premises  were  registered  during  the  year. 

Persons  18 

Premises  5 

This  popular  method  of  selling  food  requires  close  super- 
vision by  all  Public  Health  Departments.  Of  the  hawkers  found 
in  Darton  some  have  been  satisfactory  but  others  have  had  to  be 
requested  to  carry  out  improvements  to  their  vehicles  or  premises. 

We  shall  always  strive  to  educate  any  hawkers  whom  we  may 
And  who  are  not  aware  that  they  or  their  vehicles  should  be 
kept  clean. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SECTION 


The  keeping  of  records  and  the  supervision  of  the  work 
done  by  the  staff  of  the  cleansing  department  plays  an  important 
part  in  our  daily  duties.  T his  section  gives  details  relative  to  all 
aspects  of  this  service  which  is  so  vital  to  public  health. 

Duties 

The  department  is  responsible  for  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  which  involves  the  emptying  of  refuse  bins,  pail  closets 
and  privies,  the  cleansing  of  cesspools,  the  sweeping  of  streets 
and  the  collections  of  salvage.  Several  other  duties  such  as 
tipsoil  spreading,  tip  fencing,  depot  maintenance  etc.  are  also 
performed  intermittently. 

Staff 

Staff  during  1957  consisted  of  a foreman,  a driver/mechanic 
and  sixteen  men.  As  usual  there  were  one  or  two  staff  changes 
during  the  year.  Staff  dispositions  are  as  follows  : — Two  bin 
teams  of  five  men  each  on  the  regular  emptying  of  refuse  bins 
and  one  man  on  regular  tipwork.  The  remaining  six  men 
perform  a variety  of  duties.  The  driver/mechanic  for  instance 
when  not  engaged  in  vehicle  repairing,  collects  salvage  from 
shops  and  assists  in  any  of  the  duties  performed  in  the 
department.  Another  man  is  engaged  mainly  on  paper  salvage 
baling  but  he  too  is  often  required  to  lend  a hand  on  other  work. 
Two  other  men  empty  the  cesspools  and  clean  out  the  privy- 
middens  and  when  this  monthly  duty  is  completed  they  are 
engaged  on  street  sweeping.  Owing  to  the  ever  increasing 
number  of  refuse  bins  required  for  the  newly  built  premises  in 
the  area  we  have  had  to  form  a third  bin  team  from  the  six  men 
mentioned  and  it  has  now  become  necessary  to  devote  nearly  a 
day  and  a half  to  this  work  every  week. 

The  men  worked  a 44  hour  five  day  week  throughout  the 
year.  After  twelve  months’  employment  in  the  department  each 
man  receives  a fortnight’s  holiday  with  pay  in  addition  to  the 
usual  six  days  statutory  holidays.  The  number  of  hours  actually 
worked  by  the  men  in  1957  totalled  38,385  but  2.418  hours  were 
lost  owing  to  holidays  and  2,01 71  lost  through  sickness  and  other 
causes.  The  latter  figure  is  229  more  than  that  of  the  previous 
year.  The  total  hours  lost  is  equivalent  to  being  deprived  of  the 
sex  vices  of  two  men  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year. 

For  protective  clothing  boiler  suits  are  issued  each  year  and 
in  1957  an  experiment  was  tried  which  provided  for  their  weekly 
laundering  to  ensure  that  in  spite  of  the  dirty  job  which  the  men 
perform  they  at  least  begin  a fresh  week’s  work  in  a clean 
uniform.  Leather  gloves  and  eye-shields  are  also  available  to 
the  men  who  find  it  necessary  to  use  same  in  their  work. 
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Vehicles 

The  department  possesses  three,  seven-cubic-yard  Dennis 
refuse  vehicles  and  an  800  gallon  cesspool  emptier.  When  the 
majority  of  the  cesspools  were  abolished  the  cesspool  emptier 
was  converted  into  a multi-purpose  vehicle  which  has  already 
proved  very  successful  in  operation,  it  was  so  designed  that  it 
would  not  only  be  capable  of  emptying  the  remaining 
few  cesspools  but  would  also  extract  the  filth  and  mud 
from  the  street  gullies  by  suction.  The  photographs 
on  the  opposite  page  show  how  the  vehicle  was  converted. 
The  tank  portion  empties  cesspools,  street  gullies  and  the 
occasional  flooded  cellar,  conveys  water  to  tip  fires,  assists  in 
the  flushing  of  sewers  and  has  even  been  put  to  use  in  supplying 
water  in  times  of  drought  to  our  parched  flower  beds  in  the 
recreation  grounds.  The  6 cu.  yd.  refuse  body  which  has  hand- 
operated  tipping  gear  is  used  for  collecting  the  street  sweepings 
but  the  sliding  lids  also  allow  it  to  be  used  for  refuse  collecting. 
These  lids  and  their  mountings  can  be  removed  as  one  unit  leaving 
an  open  body  which  then  renders  the  vehicle  useful  for  conveying 
soil  to  tips  and  also  for  use  on  grit  spreading  in  wintertime.  As  if 
we  were  trying  to  make  the  vehicle  do  everything  but  talk  we 
are  even  exploring  the  possibility  of  fitting  to  it  a snow  plough 
and  if  this  can  be  done  I have  every  intention  of  using  such  a 
fitting  to  assist  in  the  levelling  work  at  our  refuse  tips.  As  a 
last  important  point  of  interest  the  cost  of  conversion  was  in 
the  region  of  T 1,000  but  this  money  has  been  well  spent,  being 
far  better  than  selling  the  vehicle  at  a give-away  price  as  a 
second-hand  one-job-only  cesspool  emptier.  It  is  the  only  one 
of  its  kind  in  the  country  and  1 feel  sure  that  many  small  urban 
districts  who  cannot  afford  separate  vehicles  for  separate  duties 
would  be  only  too  pleased  to  own  one  such  as  ours  which  has 
been  proved  to  be  capable  of  efficiently  performing  the  many 
tasks  which  l have  described. 

All  the  cleansing  vehicles  are  painted  alike  in  a dual  tone 
of  maroon  and  battleship  grey  and  they  are  repainted  once  every 
four  years.  This,  together  with  the  regular  servicing  and  clean- 
ing they  get  from  the  mechanic  and  the  drivers  maintains  the 
vehicles  in  a splendid  condition.  16,874  miles  were  covered  by 
the  four  vehicles  in  1957. 
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The  vehicle  as  a cesspool  emptier  only 


After  conversion  to  multi-purpose  vehicle 
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Depots 

1 am  pleased  to  record  that  during-  1957  the  Council  decided 
to  build  a new  Cleansing  Depot.  1 his  step  was  somewhat 
forced  upon  us  when  the  buildings  rented  by  us  at  Darton  Main 
changed  ownership.  Work  commenced  on  the  erection  of  a new 
building  at  Barugh  which  I designed  to  provide  adequate  garage 
space  for  our  four  vehicles,  a new  messroom,  a mechanic’s  shop 
and  a store  for  our  equipment.  The  latter  can  also  be  used  as 
an  office  for  the  foreman.  When  the  new  building  is  completed 
the  old  garage  will  be  converted  into  a baling  shed  for  salvage 
and  with  our  other  stores,  our  petrol  pumps  and  the  foreman’s 
house  already  at  the  same  depot,  the  department  will  at  last  be 
enabled  to  operate  from  a central  point.  This  should  lead  to 
more  efficiency  and  less  wastage  of  travelling  time,  reduced  petrol 
consumption  and  wear-and-tear  to  our  vehicles.  It  will  also 
provide  facilities  for  meals,  vehicle  repairs  and  the  storage  of 
equipment  far  better  than  in  the  past. 

Refuse  Tips 

Controlled  tipping  as  far  as  possible  was  practised  on  all 
refuse  tips  in  1957.  Refuse  from  Darton,  Kexbrough  and  Haigh 
was  disposed  of  on  Darton  Main  refuse  tip,  that  from  Staincross 
and  Mapplewell  was  taken  to  Blacker  tip  whilst  that  from 
Gawber,  Barugh  Green  and  Higham  was  transported  to  Higham 
Welfare  sports  ground  until  we  were  squeezed  ofif  there  by  the 
dumping  of  scores  of  loads  of  shale  etc.  from  a nearby  colliery. 
The  Higham  Welfare  Sports  club  badly  needed  the  latter  to 
enable  them  extend  their  ground  quicker  than  we  had  undertaken 
to  do,  so  before  the  year  was  out  we  finally  abandoned  this  site 
and  directed  our  refuse  from  this  area  to  fill  in  the  old  abandoned 
canal  at  Barugh. 

The  preparing  of  the  site  for  the  building  of  a new  Council 
housing  estate  enabled  us  to  secure  larger  quantities  of  soil  for 
tip  coverage  than  in  previous  years  and  this  was  put  to  the  best 
possible  use  on  all  our  tips. 

Street  Sweeping 

It  was  possible  to  give  a much  better  service  to  this  work 
in  1957.  The  abolition  of  most  of  the  cesspools  enabled  the  two 
men  previously  engaged  on  cesspool  emptying  work  to  be  drafted 
to  street  sweeping  and  gully  emptying.  The  converted  vehicle 
made  a vast  difference,  enabling  our  700  odd  street  gullies  to  be 
adequately  cleaned  and  flushed  more  often  and  our  street  sweep- 
ings to  be  picked  up  more  easily.  The  department  is  responsible 
for  the  sweeping  of  approximately  fifteen  miles  of  roads  and 
streets  (excluding  County  roads)  but  this  figure  is  gradually 
increasing  owing  to  the  building  of  new  housing  estates.  Our 
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greatest  difficulties  always  arise  immediately  after  the  winter 
gritting.  It  takes  us  weeks  to  get  round  the  area,  sweeping  up 
the  grit  from  the  channels  and  emptying  it  from  the  gullies  after 
it  has  been  deposited  in  abundance  during  the  periods  of  ice  and 
snow.  We  often  find  that  after  nicely  tidying  up  an  area  along 
comes  the  frost  again  and  more  grit  has  to  be  spread  to  spoil 
our  work.  It  would  be  a pleasure  to  report  that  every  street 
was  swept  each  week  but  this  is  an  impossibility  and  will  be  for 
some  time  until  either  the  public  stop  littering  the  streets  as 
much  or  we  employ  an  enormous  staff  to  do  the  work.  At  the 
moment  we  can  get  round  the  district  in  just  over  a month  but 
this  is  only  during  the  summer  months  when  there  is  no  grit  to 
sweep  up  and  when  the  weather  is  favourable  enough  to  allow 
the  team  to  spend  uninterrupted  periods  on  this  work. 

Cost  details 

The  total  wages  paid  out  was  £8,560/8/4d.  with  a further 
expenditure  of  £1,862  for  costs  of  petrol,  vehicle  repairs,  tools, 
protective  clothing,  rents  and  repairs  for  depots,  insurances  and 
other  miscellaneous  items. 

Salvage  details 

The  total  income  derived  from  the  sale  of  salvaged  materials 
was  £l,331/10/6d.  an  increase  of  £14/6/8d.  over  1956.  Details 
of  the  various  materials  salvaged  are  as  follows  : 


£ s.  d. 

128  tons  104  cwts.  Mixed  Paper  sold  for  901  13  6 

53  tons  18  cwts.  Cardboard  sold  for  ....  412  7 0 

9 cwts.  Rags  sold  for 11  10  0 

1,440  Bottles  sold  for 6 0 0 


Total  ....  £1,331  10  6 


and  from  this  total  £557/2/6d.  was  paid  to  members  of  the 
Cleansing  Staff  in  accordance  with  the  Salvage  Ronus  Scheme 
leaving  a net  income  of  £774/8/0d.  to  the  Council. 

For  many  years  now  the  net  income  from  salvage  has  been 
used  to  great  advantage.  In  past  years  it  has  been  utilised  to 
assist  in  purchasing  new  vehicles.  Last  year  it  contributed 
towards  the  conversion  of  the  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  and 
next  year  it  will  help  to  offset  the  cost  of  the  new  depot. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  FOR  REPORT 

In  addition  to  those  duties  which  have  warranted  the 
preparation  of  special  sections  there  are  many  other  duties  which 
we  perform  of  a varied  nature.  These  I report  upon  in  this 
final  section.  At  the  very  end  of  my  Report  is  a summary 
showing  the  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  by  Mr. 
Sutton  and  myself  throughout  1957  relative  to  all  our  duties. 

Factories 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937,  I give  below  the  particulars  which  the  Minister  of  Labour 
and  National  Service  has  prescribed  shall  be  recorded  in  the 
Annual  Report  : — 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 

Number  of  

PREMISES  Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

3 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

27 

75 

13 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)  

1 

2 

Total 

31 

87 

13 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


PARTICULARS 


No.  of  cases 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  in  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 
fc)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offen- 
ces relating  to  Outwork) 


19  8 — 1 

1 — — 

6 3 — — 


Total  26  11 
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X<>  outwork  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  is  carried  on 
in  the  District. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  sanitary  conveniences  of  the 
smaller  factories  is  not,  generally  speaking,  very  high.  In  factories 
ot  this  type  the  persons  employed  are  usually  too  busy  doing 
productive  work  to  be  able  to  find  time  to  clean  the  toilets. 
This  is  a regrettable  state  of  affairs.  However,  my  Department 
is  continually  striving  for  continued  if  steady  progress. 

We  continue  to  work  in  close  and  amicable  liaison  with 
H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories. 

Cinemas 

The  standard  of  hygiene  at  the  two  cinemas  which  we  have 
in  the  District  is  good.  At  one  of  them  fairly  considerable 
expense  was  incurred  in  bringing  a second  Ladies’  watercloset 
into  use  and  in  carrying  out  other  alterations  to  the  toilet 
arrangements. 

Pet  Animals 

There  is  still  only  one  shop  registered  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951.  No  contraventions  were  found 
during  our  inspections. 

Public  Houses  and  Clubs 

During  the  year  a new  inn  was  opened  to  replace  much 
older  premises.  The  standard  of  hygiene  possible  at  the  new 
premises  is,  of  course,  far  in  advance  of  that  possible  at  the  old. 
The  former  inn  will  be  demolished  as  soon  as  possible. 

There  are  three  or  four  rather  antiquated  public  houses  in 
the  district  which  could  very  well  either  be  replaced  or  be 
extensively  modernised.  I hope  the  breweries  concerned  wall 
give  serious  consideration  to  this  matter  in  the  near  future. 

Agricultural  Lime  Scheme 

The  sale  of  agricultural  lime  at  subsidised  prices  which  the 
Council  undertook  when  the  Nation’s  economy  was  in  a more 
precarious  state  than  at  present,  was  discontinued  during  the  year. 
Owing  to  the  increased  volume  of  work  which  the  Cleansing 
Department  has  had  to  undertake  because  of  the  building  of  new 
housing  estates,  coupled  with  the  reduced  need  for  lime  at 
subsidised  prices,  it  was  felt  that  there  no  longer  was  a case  for 
the  Council’s  continuation  of  the  scheme.  In  addition  to  these 
factors  it  was  found  that  Allotment  Societies  could  themselves 
easily  operate  the  scheme  and  have  lime  delivered  directly  to 
their  premises.  Consequently  little  inconvenience  was  caused  to 
gardeners  by  the  Council’s  decision  to  discontinue  the  service. 
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Business  Premises 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  various  types  of  business 
and  other  premises  in  the  area  as  recorded  at  the  end  of  1957  : — 


No.  of  Factories 31 

No.  of  lock-up  shops 70 

No.  of  hotels  or  public  houses 20 

No.  of  Farms  (3  not  occupied) 34 

No.  of  Chapels,  Churches  etc 21 

No.  of  Schools  9 

No.  of  Cinemas  2 

No.  of  other  Business  Premises  61 

No.  of  Dwellinghouse-shops  75 


Hairdressers  and  Barbers  • 

Seven  hairdressers  and  barbers  were  registered  this  year 
under  the  provisions  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Act,  1951,  bringing  the  total  of  those  now 
registered  to  eleven  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

On  the  1st  March,  1957,  the  byelaws  governing  these 
premises  came  into  force.  Consequently  some  very  desirable 
improvements  could  be  asked  for  at  a number  of  shops.  Generally 
these  were  readily  carried  out.  At  one  shop  however,  the  work 
had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  therefore 
registration  was  withheld  in  this  case. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933  to  1954 

The  enforcement  of  these  Acts,  designed  for  the  prevention 
of  cruelty  to  animals  intended  for  slaughter  for  human  consump- 
tion is  our  responsibility.  Many  minor  duties  are  performed  to 
this  end  during  each  year,  one  of  which  is  to  ensure  that 
slaughtermen  are  proper  and  capable  persons  to  stun  such 
animals.  A register  is  kept  of  all  such  men  and  licences  are 
issued  annually.  At  the  end  of  the  year  seventeen  slaughtermen 
appeared  on  our  records  as  holders  of  the  necessary  licences. 
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Office  work,  Meetings  attended,  etc. 

It  will  be  readily  realised  that  although  much  of  our  time 
is  spent  outdoors  in  the  performance  of  our  many  and  varied 
duties  much  time  must  also  be  spent  inside  the  office  in  order 
to  record  details  of  our  work,  make  telephone  calls,  write  reports 
and  letters,  and  complete  the  innumerable  returns  nowadays  so 
frequently  called  for.  Not  a small  part  of  our  indoor  duties  is 
spent  interviewing  callers  at  the  office.  For  example  our  records 
show  that  469  persons  were  interviewed  in  the  office  during  1957 
but  it  is  an  essential  part  of  the  service  which  we  perform  and 
often  it  is  a most  pleasant  one  when  we  can  give  advice  and 
assist  anybody  in  trouble.  We  are  also  fortunate  in  having  an 
excellent  clerk/typist  who  has  become  so  proficient  as  the  years 
have  gone  by  that  we  have  come  to  rely  upon  her  more  and  more 
to  take  a greater  share  of  our  office  duties  and  efficiently  attend 
to  callers  when  we  are  out  on  the  district.  She  undoubtedly 
plays  a vital  part  in  our  services  to  the  public  and  1 am  pleased 
to  record  in  this  Report  the  appreciation  I feel  for  her  work. 

Many  meetings  have  to  be  attended  during  the  year,  some- 
times after  office  hours  and  sometimes  far  afield,  and  on  the  odd 
occasion  1 find  myself  invited  to  give  talks  on  my  work  to 
evening  gatherings.  These  are  always  very  pleasant  experiences 
which  give  me  an  opportunity  of  conveying  to  more  people  that 
one  should  always  continue  to  strive  for  improved  public  health. 

Summary  of  Visits,  Inspections  and  Work  done  during  1957 
Dwellings 


Re  general  defects  501 

Rc  drainage  367 

Re  ashes  accommodation  101 

Re  closet  accommodation  35 

Re  infectious  diseases 35 

Re  filthy  conditions  17 

Re  verminous  conditions  30 

Re  water  supplies  5 

Re  offensive  accumulations  4 

Re  yard  paving  15 

Re  moveable  dwellings  6 

Visits  with  Housing  Agent  2 

Re  Slum  Clearance  496 

Re  Improvement  Grants  2 

Re  rodent  control 211 

Re  overcrowding 5 

,Re  Certificates  of  Disrepair  21 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 60 
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Food  Premises 


Registered  food  preparing  premises 19 

Butchers’  shops  72 

General  food  shops  168 

Slaughterhouses  513 

Re  milk  sampling  48 

Re  food  condemnations  7 

Ice-cream  premises  35 

Bakehouses  28 

School  Kitchens,  Cafes,  Canteens  16 

Re  ice-cream  sampling  28 

Fried  fish  shops  66 

Public  Houses  and  Clubs 31 

Travelling  Shops  and  Vans  90 

Distribution  of  food  poisoning  posters  138 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 5 

Business  Premises 

Re  smoke  abatement  2b 

Re  toilets  etc.  at  Public  Houses  8 

Re  rodent  control 34 

Re  toilets  etc  at  Cinemas  16 

Pet  shops  1 

Factories  with  power 77 

Factories  without  power  10 

Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  shops 64 

Amusement  Halls  4 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 34 

General 

Re  Cleansing  and  Salvage 569 

interviews  469 

Rodent  control,  Council  properties  308 

Meetings  attended  50 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 218 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ....  7 

Drains  tested  38 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  isolated  farms  ....  6 

F;eces  samples  taken  relating  to  food  poisoning  2 

Ice-cream  samples  taken  17 

Milk  samples  taken  for  detection  of 

Tuberculosis  18 

Designated  milk  samples  taken  30 

Pasteurised  milk  samples  taken  8 

T.T.  milk  samples  taken  6 

1.1.  (Pasteurised)  milk  samples  taken  7 

Sterilised  milk  samples  taken  9 

Sanitary  Survey  28 

Farms,  rodent  control 20 
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SECTION  V 

DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

R.  BARNES,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers: 

T.  F.  M.  JACKSON,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 

(app.  August,  1957) 

S.  G.  A.  HENRIQUES,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Clinic  Medical  Officers: 

Dr.  J.  S.  L.  Allott, 

Dr.  C.  B.  Ball, 

Dr.  J.  H.  Fairclough, 
Dr.  H.  W.  Gothard, 

Dr.  G.  Ingram, 

Dr.  J.  Leishman, 

Dr.  K.  Mathers, 

Health  Visitors: 

M.  Baker,  Miss. 

B.  Clarke,  Mrs. 

D.  Gibson,  Mrs. 

A.  M.  Harston,  Mrs. 

B.  Hunter,  Miss. 

A.  E.  Jackson,  Mrs. 

(app.  14.1.57,  res.  50.9.57) 

M.  E.  Lee,  Miss. 


Dr.  W.  G.  S.  Maxwell, 

Dr.  N.  M.  Piercy, 

Dr.  J.  H.  Ritchie, 

Dr.  M.  Scott, 

Dr.  M.  E.  Tapissier, 

Dr.  L.  Taylor, 

Dr.  J.  W.  Whitworth. 

G.  M.  Lodge,  Mrs. 

F.  A.  Manley,  Mrs. 

H.  Thorpe,  Miss. 

(retired  30.9.57) 

C.  Totty,  Mrs. 

D.  Westerman,  Miss. 

F.  H.  Whittlestone,  Miss. 
A.  M.  Widdison,  Mrs. 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors: 


M.  Mellor,  Miss. 
Midwives : 

K.  Burgin,  Miss. 

(res.  30.7.57) 

M.  Caton,  Miss. 

(res.  11.9.57) 

E.  Cheetham,  Mrs. 

D.  Crossley,  Miss. 

B.  Fitzpatrick,  Mrs. 

C.  M.  Hill,  Mrs. 

1.  O.  Kilner,  Mrs. 

E.  Leather,  Mrs. 


E.  Beever,  Mrs. 

M.  Marsland,  Mrs. 

D.  Newton,  Mrs. 

E.  Parkes,  Mrs. 

E.  A.  Staley,  Mrs. 
M.  Walters,  Mrs. 

E.  Ward,  Mrs. 

M.  Wroe,  Mrs. 

B.  Horsfield,  Mrs. 
(app.  14.10.57) 


Home  Nurses: 

M.  Allen,  Mrs. 

F.  G.  Cartwright,  Mrs. 

N.  C.  Crofton,  Miss. 
E.  Cross,  Mrs. 

R.  Edwards,  Mrs. 

K.  M.  Hanson,  Mrs. 

(res.  1.7.57) 

M.  Johnson,  Miss. 

C.  D.  Lee,  Miss. 

M.  McConnell,  Mrs. 
Mental  Health  Social 
M.  Webster,  Mrs. 


H.  Padgett,  Mrs. 

B.  Parker,  Mrs. 

R.  E.  Scott,  Miss, 
(app.  1.5.57) 

A.  P.  Tibbitts,  Miss. 

(res.  28.2.57) 

T.  D.  Thomas,  Mrs. 

E.  A.  Walker,  Miss. 
K.  Winterburn,  Mrs. 
(app.  15.8.57) 


Worker: 


Mental  Health  Home  Teacher: 

E.  Harrott,  Mrs. 

(app.  September,  1957) 

Speech  Therapist: 

S.  Smith,  Miss. 

(app.  1.10.57) 

Duly  Authorised  Officers: 

H.  Nettleton,  Mr.  T.  Hyland.  Mr. 

Senior  Clerk: 

L.  S.  Wrigg,  Mr. 
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DIVISIONAL  REPORT 


Vital  Statistics 

1 hcive  compiled  a.  comparative  tahle  of  the  vital  statistics 
for  each  of  the  County  districts  comprising  Division  No.  25, 
which  T feel  may  be  of  interest  to  each  separate  authority 
in  assessing  how  they  stand  in  relation  to  the  local  figures 
generally. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  divisional 
area  in  1957  was  1,304.  This  is  equivalent  to  a crude  birth 
rate  of  17.2  per  1,000.  There  were  30  stillbirths  giving  a 
stillbirth  rate  of  22.5. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  divisional  area  alter  the 
addition  and  deduction  of  inward  and  outward  transfers  was 
628,  giving  a crude  death  rate  for  the  division  of  8.3.  You 
will  notice  in  the  table  that  this  is  lower  than  any  of  the 
other  figures  given  for  individual  districts,  but  the  other 
figures  show  adjusted  rates.  Untortunately,  no  adjusted  rate 
is  available  for  the  division. 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  34  infant  deaths  in  the  division  during  the 
year,  of  which  27  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period.  This 
gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  division  of  26.1. 


Population 

Registrar  Birth  Death 

General’s  Rate  Rate  Infant 

Estimate  per  1,000  per  1,000  Stillbirth  Death 
District  Acres  Mid  19S7  population  population  Rate  Rate 

Cudworth  1,746  8,830  18.8  13.7  38.9  28.9 

Darfield  2,018  6,500  18.8  11.4  8.1  16.4 

Darton  4,726  14,630  14.4  14.7  22.7  23.3 

Dodworth  1,857  4,200  14.5  15.1  — 16.1 

Royston  1,452  8,270  16.8  11.7  20.5  35.0 

Wombwell  3,850  18,990  17.3  11.5  15.0  27.4 

Worsbrough  3,420  14,500  18.0  12.6  22.5  26.8 


Rates  for  the 

Division  20,099  75,920  17.2  8.3  22.5  26.1 


Rates  for  the 
Administrative 

County  16.6  12.9  23.9  26.4 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Statistics 

T give  a table  showing  the  statistics  with  regard  to 
vaccination  and  immunisation  during  1957.  Smallpox  vac- 
cination again  did  not  prove  a very  popular  measure.  There 
were  slight  fluctuations  in  individual  districts,  but  in  the 
main,  the  proportion  of  infants  immunised  in  the  division 
remained  about  constant. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a scheme  was  introduced 
whereby,  at  the  discretion  of  medical  officers,  a combined 
t riple  vaccine  could  be  used  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Tetanus.  This  vaccine  was  not  introduced  until 
November,  and  since  three  doses  were  required  at  monthly 
intervals,  it  could  have  no  effect  on  the  statistics  for  1957. 

Nevertheless,  in  a full  year  1 have  hopes  that  a reduction  in 
the  number  of  injections  will  go  some  way  to  improving  the 
statistics,  particularly  in  relation  to  infancy,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  more  mothers  will  then  be  willing  to  accept 
smallpox  immunisation.  I think  that  the  table  is  clear  and 
informative  and  calls  for  no  comment. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives 
was  678.  This  compares  with  655  hospital  confinements. 
Thus,  in  this  division,  domiciliary  midwives  still  account  for 
over  50%  of  births  during  the  year.  During  1957  we  started 
to  see  a decline  in  the  midwifery  staff  available.  This  state 
of  affairs  continued  and  accelerated  during  1958.  I am  afraid 
that  the  salary,  and  more  particularly  the  conditions  of  service 
of  domiciliary  midwives,  are  not  conducive  to  recruiting 
younger  members  of  the  profession  into  district  service. 

Many  of  our  midwives  in  the  division  are  fast  approaching 
retirement  age,  and  I am  afraid  serious  consideration  will 
have  to  be  given  at  national  level  if  domiciliary  midwifery 
is  to  continue  as  part  of  our  integrated  health  service.  New 
cases  attending  local  health  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  division 
was  710  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  was  3,874 

199  mothers  attended  post-natal  clinics  and  made  211 
attendances. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics 


The  ante-natal  clinic  at  Staincross  is  now  non-existent 
as  no  patients  have  attended  for  the  past  two  years. 

The  attendance  at  Darton  clinic  rose  from  65  in  1956 
to  129  in  1957. 

The  attendance  at  Gawber  clinic  fell  from  33  in  1956 
to  19  in  1957. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Most  of  the  infant  welfare  clinics  in  the  division  con- 
tinued to  thrive,  and  1,307  new  cases  attended  under  the  age 
of  one  year.  The  total  number  of  children  attending  local 
health  authority  clinics  was  2,587. 

The  local  clinics  in  Darton,  Gawber  and  Staincross  con- 
tinued to  thrive,  and  all  in  all  the  total  attendance  at  the 
three  clinics  remained  relatively  stationary.  A few  extra 
children  attended  Gawber  and  Staincross,  but  rather  fewer 
attended  Darton.  A shift  of  population  during  the  year 
probably  accounted  for  some  of  this  variation. 

Attendances  during  1957 


Children  Children 

under  1 — 4 

1 year  years 


1,310  999 

514  360 

1,314  846 


Darton 

Gawber 

Staincross 


School  Health  Service 

Tt  is  with  great  regret  that  I have  to  report  to  you 
that  routine  work  in  the  school  health  service  suffered  a 
decline  in  1957.  Routine  medical  examinations  were  few  in 
some  districts  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  because  of  lack 
of  medical  staff.  This  deficiency  was  partly  remedied  by 
the  welcome  appointment  of  Dr.  Jackson  in  August,  1957, 
but  some  postponement  of  the  programme  had  of  necessity 
to  take  place  because  of  the  increased  pressure  of  work 
caused  by  Poliomyelitis  vaccination. 

Specialists’  clinics  continued  to  be  held  during  the  year. 
Some  in  this  office  and  some  at  the  local  hospitals  by 
arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Speech  Therapy  Service  has  been  dormant  for  some 
time,  and  the  appointment  of  Miss  S.  Smith  in  October,  1957, 
was  very  welcome. 

The  tables  show  the  work  carried  out  iti  the  school 
health  service  during  the  year. 
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Minor  Ailments  Clinics 


District 

No.  of  children 
examined 

Total 

attendances 

Darton 

163 

235 

Higham 

••••  •••• 

84 

115 

Staincross 

••••  •••• 

61 

66 

Worsbrough 

Bridge 

551 

1,002 

Worsbrough 

Dale 

82 

111 

Blacker  Hill 

72 

151 

Darfield 

87 

150 

Womb  well 

52 

121 

Dodworth 

66 

83 

Cudworth 

48 

73 

School  Clinics 

Darton 

162 

Higham 

....  .... 

44 

Staincross 

,,,,  .... 

45 

Worsbrough 

Bridge 

110 

Darfield 

....  .... 

108 

Wombwell 

....  .... 

71 

Dodworth 

....  .... 

26 

Cudworth 



221 

Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinics 

Worsbrough  Dale 

19 

115 

Wombwell 

....  •••• 

17 

115 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme 

This  scheme  was  continued  during  the  year  with  the 
vaccination  of  children  of  13  years  and  over.  The  response 
continued  to  be  good,  but  still  left  room  for  improvement.  1 give 
l>elow  details  of  the  B.C.G.  programme  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

No.  of 


School 

children 

tested 

No. 

Positive 

% 

Positive 

No. 

Negative 

Vaccinatec 

Cudworth  S.M 

55 

11 

20.0 

44 

43 

Darfield  S.M. 

102 

32 

31.4 

70 

67 

Darton  S.M. 

139 

25 

18.0 

114 

110 

Dodworth  S.M 

54 

24 

44.4 

30 

30 

Royston  S.M 

71 

12 

17.0 

59 

49 

Wombwell  S.M 

148 

56 

38.0 

92 

88 

Worsbrough  S.M. 

80 

13 

16.3 

67 

67 

Divisional  Total  .... 

649 

173 

26.6 

476 

464 
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Health  Visiting 

This  service  continued  during  the  year,  and  although  the  total 
number  of  staff  was  not  fully  up  to  establishment,  some  improve- 
ment occurred  compared  with  1956.  During  the  year  12,640 
visits  were  paid  to  infants  under  one  year.  The  total  number 
of  visits  made  by  health  visitors  during  the  year  was  30,732, 
of  which  20,084  were  to  pre-school  children. 

1 still  feel  that  there  is  need  for  greater  co-operation  between 
the  general  practitioner  and  the  health  visitors,  and  vice-versa. 
The  degree  of  co-operation  has  improved,  but  still  does  not 
approach  anything  like  the  co-operation  that  exists  between  the 
general  practitioners  and  the  home  nurses.  I feel  further 
improvement  in  this  relationship  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  both 
parties  and  to  the  patient. 

Home  Nursing 

The  Home  Nurses  in  the  division  made  56,396  visits  last 
year,  47,642  of  these  being  to  medical  cases,  7,978  were  to 
surgical  cases  and  573  visits  were  made  to  tuberculosis  patients. 
The  total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  showed  a slight 
increase,  and  the  number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose  of 
injections  rose  by  over  3,000  to  27,073.  1 feel  that  with  the 

present  establishment  of  Home  Nurses  a peak  has  been  reached 
in  the  number  of  visits  made.  There  is  obviously  a limit  to  the 
amount  of  work  which  can  be  done  by  a given  number  of  nurses. 
The  number  of  visits  made  to  old  people  over  the  age  of  65 
again  accounted  for  nearly  62%  of  the  total  visits.  892  visits 
were  made  to  children  under  five  years  of  age.  The  home  nurs- 
ing service,  in  conjunction  with  the  general  practitioners  of  your 
area,  is  undoubtedly  make  a large  contribution  towards  treating 
many  patients  in  their  own  homes.  But  for  this,  I am  afraid, 
the  problem  of  the  chronic  sick  accommodation  might  be  even 
worse  than  it  is  today. 

Home  Help  Service 

The  Home  Help  Service  in  the  division  continued  to  provide 
a service  mainly  for  old  people.  91%  of  the  help  was  provided 
to  people  of  65  and  over.  The  total  number  of  cases  provided 
with  a home  help  was  568.  These  cases  received  a total  89,241 
hours.  You  will  appreciate  that  all  these  cases  were  not  operating 
at  the  same  time,  and  during  the  last  half  of  the  year  the  average 
number  of  cases  was  406  in  any  one  week.  The  following  is  a 
table  comparing  the  home  help  position  over  the  past  four  years. 
You  will  see  that  in  the  division  the  number  of  cases  has  risen 
from  224  to  406  with  very  little  corresponding  increase  in  the 
total  number  of  hours  available.  It  is,  therefore,  inevitable  that 
the  number  of  hours  per  case  has  declined  steadily.  I do  not 
think  any  further  comment  is  required  as  the  table  speaks  for 
itself. 
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District 

Cuclvvorth  

Darfield  

Darton  

Dodworth  

Royston  

Wombwell  

Worsbrough 

Divisional  Totals 


No. 

of  Cases 

1st  half 

Last  half 

1954 

1957 

31.5 

58.5 

28.0 

40.5 

47.0 

77.0 

9.0 

19.0 

14.5 

49.5 

53.0 

95.0 

41.0 

66.5 

224.0 

406.0 

Average  hours  per  case 


1st  half 

Last  half 

1954 

1957 

7.0 

3.5 

6.8 

3.8 

6.1 

3.85 

6.6 

6.0 

10.3 

3.5 

5.1 

3.8 

6.0 

4.9 

6.4 

3.9 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
Mental  Deficiency 

A.  Cases  ascertained  to  be  detective  and  subject  to  be  dealt  with 
during'  1957. 


Number  in  which  action  was  taken  on 

reports  by  : 

Under 

Over 

16  yrs. 

16  yrs. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

i.  Local  Education  Authority. 

a.  While  at  school  or  liable  to 

attend  school  

2 1 



b.  On  leaving  Special  School  .... 

2 — 

— — 

c.  On  leaving  Ordinary  School 

3 1 

— — 

ii.  Police  or  by  the  Courts  

— — 

— — 

iii.  Other  sources  (transfers  from 

other  districts,  etc.)  

2 

1 3 

"3- 

1 3 

Particulars  of  cases  removed  from  the 

Register  during  1957. 

Under 

Over 

16  yrs. 

16  yrs. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

i.  By  reason  of  death  

1 — 

1 

ii.  De-classified  

— 

2 1 

iii.  Removal  to  Mental  Deficiency 

Hospitals  

1 — 

4 — 

iv.  Transfers  to  other  districts 

1 

1 2 

2 1 

7 4 
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C.  Particulars  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  31st  December,  1957 


i.  Statutory  Supervision  19  19 

ii.  Voluntary  Supervision  — — 

iii.  Under  Guardianship  — 

iv.  On  Licence  from  Mental  Defici- 
ency Hospitals  — — 


Under 
16  yrs. 

M.  F. 


Over 

16  yrs. 

M.  F. 
54  62 
21  22 


3 


1 1 


19  19 


76  88 


Training  Facilities  for  Mental  Defectives 

This  year  there  has  been  a considerable  improvement  in  the 
training  facilities  available,  principally  because  all  the  children  on 
the  waiting  list  under  16  years  of  age  have  been  catered  for  as  a 
result  of  the  Occupation  Centre  at  The  Gables,  Wombwell, 
opening  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

As  1 reported  last  year,  the  Occupation  Centre  at  Wombwell 
is  primarily  covering  the  Urban  Districts  of  Darfield.  Wombwell 
and  Worsbrough;  and  also  a few  children  from  the  adjacent 
districts  of  Hoyland  and  Houghton.  The  children  from  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Darton,  Royston  and  Dodworth  attend  the 
Barnsley  County  Borough  Occupation  Centre  and  the  children 
from  Cudworth  Urban  District  attend  the  Occupation  Centre  at 
Hems  worth. 

For  the  first  time,  1 am  able  to  report  that  there  is  no  waiting 
list  for  full-time  training  in  respect  of  the  children  under  16 
years  of  age.  However.  1 am  afraid  that  this  happy  state  of 
affairs  will  be  of  short  standing  for  the  Wombwell  Occupation 
Centre  now  has  its  full  complement  of  27,  and  the  Hemsworth 
and  Barnsley  Countv  Borough  Occupation  Centres  are  unlikely 
to  be  able  to  absorb  more  children  from  this  Division  as  they 
will  have  their  own  commitments  to  fulfill. 

However,  as  there  are  children  over  the  age  of  16  years  in 
these  Centres,  it  might  be  that  they  will  have  to  be  excluded  to 
make  way  for  the  younger  children,  but  1 personally  would  regard 
this  as  a retrograde  step,  and  am  making  strong  representations 
to  the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  extensions  to  be  author- 
ised at  The  Gables  to  provide  for  Workshops  for  adult  male  and 
female  defectives. 


48 


Those  adult  defectives  who  are  unemployable  too  are  in 
great  need  of  regular  full-time  occupation  in  order  to  give  them 
a feeling  of  sufficiency  and  also  a well  regulated  life  away  from 
the  street  corners  and  boredom. 

In  all  there  are  14  males  and  46  females  who  are  receiving 
full-time  or  part-time  training,  by  way  of  attending  Occupation 
Centres  and  Group  Training  Classes  or  being  visited  by  the  Home 
Teacher  in  their  homes.  If  my  suggestion  for  the  extensions  at 
The  Gables  are  accepted  the  majority  could  be  catered  for, 
especially  if  transport  could  be  provided  and  the  whole  of  the 
Division  would  be  catered  for  at  the  Occupation  Centre  in 
Wombwell. 


Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  from  this  Division  attending 
Occupation  Centres  at  the  31st  December,  1957 


Occupation  Centre 

Supervisor 

Under  16  yrs. 

Over  16  yrs 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Wombwell  

Mrs.  Large  .. 

5 

9 

2 3 

Hemsworth 

Miss  Porter  .. 

..  

2 



Barnsley  C.B 

Miss  Smith 

8 

2 

1 4 

13 

13 

3 7 

Facilities  available  for  the  training  of  adult  defectives  at 
present,  apart  from  those  already  in  attend.'mce  at  Occupation 
Centres,  are  restricted  to  Group  Training  Classes  which  are  held 
once  a week  in  Clinics  in  the  Division,  and  also  the  Teacher  visits 
a certain  number  at  home  who  because  of  physical  disability  or 
domestic  commitments  are  unable  to  attend  the  classes. 


Wherever  possible  the  defectives  are  encouraged  to  attend 
more  than  one  class  and  vouchers  are  issued  to  cover  their 
travelling  expenses.  The  classes  are  of  considerable  benefit  and 
die  defectives  are  encouraged  to  do  handicrafts,  i.e.  embroidery, 
knitting,  rug  making,  leather  work,  dress-making,  etc.,  and  also 
attention  is  paid  to  personal  cleanliness,  physical  recreation  and 
social  behaviour.  Particulars  of  the  classes  are  given  below  : — 


Day 


Times 


Clinic 


Teacher 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Friday 


9.J0  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
9.30  a. in.  to  4.0  p.m. 
9.30  a.m.  to  3.0  p.m. 

9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 


The  Darbv  & Toan  Mrs.  Harrott 
Club,  ROYSTON 

The  Parish  Hall,  Mrs  Harrott 

WOMBWELL 

The  Ambulance  Hall,  Mrs.  Harrott 
WOR  SB  ROUGH 
BRIDGE 

The  Old  Infants’  Mrs.  Harrott 

School,  DARTON 
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Hospital  Accommodation 

During  the  year  six  cases  have  been  admitted  to  Mental 
Deficiency  Hospitals  for  short-stay  periods.  The  short  sta\ 
facilities  offered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  are  greatly 
appreciated  for  it  enables  the  Authority  to  offer  relief  to 
those  cases  where  temporary  care  is  required  to  give  the 
parents  a rest  and  possibly  avert  a family  crisis.  The  normal 
period  allowed  is  3 to  4 weeks,  but  in  the  event  of  a break- 
down in  the  home,  this  period  can,  at  times,  be  extended. 

Despite  the  acute  shortage  of  vacancies  in  Mental 
Deficiency  Hospitals,  I am  pleased  to  report  that  at  the  end 
of  the  year  there  are  only  two  urgent  cases  not  catered  for, 
and  that  in  any  event,  both  these  cases  have  been  assisted 
by  short-stay  vacancies  which  has  helped  considerably  to 
alleviate  the  domestic  situation.  1 understand  that  these 
children  will  be  accommodated  as  soon  as  a new  hospital 
for  low-grade  children  is  opened  by  the  Sheffield  Regional 
Hospital  Board  in  the  near  future. 

There  are  a further  seven  cases  which  are  on  the  waiting 
list  for  admission  to  hospital  in  the  event  of  unforeseen 
circumstances  arising  at  home  as  a result  of  wh’ch  they 
would  not  be  able  to  receive  the  care  necessary  for  their 
well-being. 

As  a result  of  the  recent  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Lunacy  and  Mental  Deficiency,  admissions  to 
Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals  now  are  on  a purely  “informal” 
basis,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  obtain  medical  certificates 
or  Magistrates  Orders.  This,  in  itself,  is  a great  step  forward 
and  a step  that  is  appreciated  by  the  relatives  as  there  is 
no  longer  the  stigma  of  being  “signed  away”,  as  admissions 
are  treated  in  the  same  way  as  an  admission  to  an  ordinary 
hospital.  However,  the  Local  Authority  still  has  the  power 
to  bring  about  the  admission  to  a Mental  Deficiency  Hospital 
of  a defective  who  is  a social  danger  and  this  case  is  dealt 
with  by  a Magistrates  Order  on  the  production  of  medical 
evidence  supporting  a petition  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Employment  of  Defectives 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  50  males  and  17 
females  in  regular  gainful  employment,  but  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  employment  for  the  school 
leavers  who  have  been  reported.  Unfortunately  the  labour 
market  is  becoming  such  that  employers  are  now  able  to  be 
more  selective,  and  naturally  employ  able-bodied  people,  and 
the  defectives  are  at  a disadvantage  in  obtaining  suitable 
work.  Tt  is  a great  pity  because  a high  grade  defective, 
although  taking  much  longer  to  absorb  a routine  job  will 
eventually,  under  supervision,  give  useful  service. 
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Mental  Health 


During  the  past  year  48  patients  have  been  discharged 
from  Mental  Hospitals,  the  majority  of  whom  had  been 
admitted  on  a Voluntary  basis.  Follow-up  visits  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Mental  Health  Social  Worker  and  as  a 
result  there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of  after- 
care visits.  Many  patients  have  expressed  their  appreciation 
of  the  interest  taken  in  them,  and  also  for  the  opportunity 
of  discussing  their  worries  and  problems.  At  present  there 
are  38  patients  on  the  after-care  register,  4 of  whom  are 
visited  also  by  the  Home  Teacher  for  occupational  therapy. 

Often  the  reason  for  a breakdown  could  be  an  accumula- 
tion of  fears  and  worries  which  the  patients  feel  have  gone 
unheard,  and  the  fact  that  they  can  discuss  this  and  be 
helped  to  place  the  problems  in  true  perspective  can  some- 
times help  to  alleviate  a certain  amount  of  stress  and  strain. 
Wherever  possible  help  and  guidance  is  given,  especially  in 
the  question  of  employment,  financial  and  domestic  problems, 
through  the  calling  in  of  the  various  agencies,  and  also 
advice  is  given  on  the  advisability  of  obtaining  medical 
attention  in  the  event  of  a patient’s  apparent  relapse. 

The  Mental  Health  Social  Worker  also  attends  the 
Psychiatric  Clinic  at  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley,  and  acts 
as  a liaison  officer  between  the  clinic  and  the  various  local 
health  authority  departments,  and  also  does  whatever  field 
work  is  required  by  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist. 

There  is  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  state  of 
this  service  in  the  division.  It  has  made  vast  strides  during 
the  past  ten  years  and  I think  the  work  done  compares 
favourably  with  other  districts.  Nevertheless,  it  will  be  a 
happv  day  when  more  time  is  spent  on  the  earlier  preventiv  e 
cases  rather  than  on  after-care,  but  for  the  present  time 
after-care  is  very  necessary  indeed. 
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